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Our Mission 

The James M. and Cathleen D. Stone Center conducts and promotes quantitative 

research using inequality as a lens on society, the economy, and politics. 

Senior Scholars, postdoctoral scholars, and graduate students working within the 

Center share a commitment to scholarship that is data-driven, interdisciplinary, and 

oriented toward policy and institutional change, and that addresses questions about 

inequality throughout the world. 

The Center was created in 2016 with a generous gift from the James M. and 

Cathleen D. Stone Foundation. The Stones wanted to see more research on wealth 

specifically—with a focus on the causes and consequences of wealth concentration 

at the top—an area that had, historically, received less attention and funding.  

The GC Wealth Project 

The GC Wealth Project, one of our central projects, is a multi-year effort aimed at 

expanding and consolidating access to the most up-to-date research and 

information on wealth, wealth inequalities, and wealth transfers and related tax 

policies, across countries and over time. 

The GC Wealth Project website launched in 2023. The site is organized around two 

main components: a data warehouse of gathered and novel data that can be 

visualized in a variety of ways through the interactive dashboard, and a Digital 

Library of Research on Wealth Inequality. Both are designed to provide 

researchers, policymakers, journalists, and others interested in wealth and wealth 

taxation with unlimited access to an array of high-quality information. 

Stone Center Working Paper Series 

The Stone Center Working Paper Series gathers and disseminates original papers 

that address socio-economic inequalities. These working papers are authored or 

coauthored by scholars who work with the Stone Center on Socio-Economic 

Inequality. Like the work of the Center as a whole, working papers are data-driven, 

interdisciplinary, methodologically diverse, and policy-oriented. They address a 

broad array of questions about inequalities throughout the world. 



For more information about the Stone Center, visit stonecenter.gc.cuny.edu 

 

Postdoctoral Scholars Program 

Our postdoctoral scholars program, launched in 2019, is an integral component of 

the Center. Each academic year, a new cohort of two postdocs joins our team at the 

Graduate Center for a period of two years. The postdocs—four in residence at any 

given time—carry out individual research projects related to socio-economic 

inequality and mobility, and engage with the Center’s Senior Scholars, associated 

graduate students, and staff. 

Inequality by the Numbers Workshop 

Our annual weeklong workshop takes a broad approach to the study of socio-

economic inequalities, including inequalities in income, wealth, employment, 

education, housing, the environment, the criminal legal system, social mobility, 

politics, health, and happiness. The workshop is targeted to Ph.D. students and 

early-career scholars who work in a range of social science disciplines and want to 

increase their understanding of socio-economic inequalities. 

The Stone Center Website 

Our website, stonecenter.gc.cuny.edu, is home to hundreds of open-access 

working papers, interviews, research spotlights, blog posts, and videos featuring 

the work of our Senior Scholars, associated scholars, postdocs, and graduate 

students. 

 

 

 

Stone Center Senior Scholars 

Janet C. Gornick, Stone Center Director, Professor of Political Science and Sociology 

Miles Corak, Professor of Economics 

Paul Krugman, Research Professor of Economics 

Leslie McCall, Professor of Sociology and Political Science 

Branko Milanovic, Research Professor 

Salvatore Morelli, Director of the GC Wealth Project 


